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General Information

Website

QNC is currently working on a project to revise and update our website. Watch this space
for more details as they become available - https://www.qnc.org.au

Facebook

Follow our Facebook page for titbits about the natural world, to find out what we've been
up to and for information on upcoming events. Share our page with your friends and
families and contact Leith (librarian@qnc.org.au) if you have information we could post.
You do not have to be a member of Facebook to see what we publish, and you don't have
to divulge any private information.

Library Catalogue

The library catalogue can be found on the QNC website at
 https://www.qnc.org.au/Library/QNC_LibraryCatalogue.pdf

Club meeting - place and time

Club meetings are held between February and November on the third Monday of the
month from 7:30 pm at the Toowong Uniting Church Hall, 82 Sherwood Road, Toowong.
This location can be accessed by public transport and is approximately 200 metres from
Toowong Village Shopping Centre, Toowong Railway Station and the main bus stops.
Street parking is available near the church and there is an off-street parking area on the
river side of the church (ignore the permit required sign). 

Digital exhibits at club meetings

Do you have something to share at a Club Meeting? If your exhibit requires the projector,
please arrive by 7:15 PM and liaise with the Lanternist to upload your PowerPoint or jpeg
images. We would also love to see your exhibit in the QNC News and online.  

Covid-19

Please register for all excursions by email to excursions@qnc.org.au  
Covid-19 social distancing, hygiene and other requirements will be implemented at all
QNC meetings and excursions. 
Please do not attend QNC meetings or outings if you are feeling unwell or experiencing
cold or flu-like symptoms.
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QNC notes with regret and respect the passing of two of our members 

Vale Ms Barbara (Barb) Braddock

Barbara (Barb) Braddock passed away on 1st November 2022 in the company of her
daughter Helen, during a brief hospital admission.

Barb was an enthusiastic and keenly participant member of The Queensland Naturalists’
Club (QNC)  for the seven years she lived in Brisbane. Born on a small farm near
Bundaberg, she was a colourful character who led an adventurous life including living and
working in various European countries, on a kibbutz in Israel and as an outback nurse in
Katherine,  Northern Territory. She sailed halfway across the world in a small boat with
her ex-partner Bill before settling in Bundaberg to raise their two daughters and work at
the local hospital, latterly in the Mental Health Unit where she was known for her
empathy for patients. 

Barb always had a passionate interest in natural history and her love of the QNC (Club
and members) was a highlight of her later years. Barb is succeeded by her two daughters
and three grandchildren. 

 

Vale Dr Richard (Dick) Date

Sadly, Richard Arthur Date (born 14/11/1934) passed away on 5 December 2022. 

Dick joined the QNC in 1972 and made noteworthy contributions over many decades due
to his energy and ability in organising club events, his intellect and expertise in the field of
natural history and his steady guiding hand in the affairs of the club. He was direct in his
speech and always thorough and reflective in forming his views.

The first words that come to people’s minds when thinking about Dick are that he was a
gentleman and a modest man. He was a man who spoke only when he had something of
value to say and rarely spoke of himself. It might therefore be appropriate to remember
aspects of Dick’s life that are generally less well known, as he is unlikely to have
mentioned them to many himself.

He was born in Wollongong in 1934, the son of a salesman. A few years later, his sister
Lesley arrived. They maintained a very close relationship throughout their lives. In 1941,
when Dick was only 7 and in the early years of school, the family moved onto a property in
the Burragorang Valley, not far to the west of Wollongong but in the sandstone country of
the Blue Mountains. It was perhaps an unusual decision for a salesman to buy a farming
property in the early years of the war. Dick’s father was in the army but as he was not 
 involved in active service he remained in Australia. His duties did however require
extensive travel around New South Wales, which left little time for the property and many
practical difficulties for the family.
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Nevertheless, these seem to have been the formative years for Dick. He bonded strongly
with the country and observed and absorbed all the oddities and curiosities that nature
offered. Often this was in the company of Lesley. There were many other children around
in those years in the isolation of the Burragorang Valley. Cox’s River Public School, which
Dick and Lesley attended, was a one teacher school and had at most 12 students. After 6
years of primary school Dick was off to Hurlstone Agricultural High School as a boarder,
still not far from Wollongong or Burragorang. There was from the outset no doubt about
the direction Dick’s life would take, he was always going to be dealing directly with the
natural world.  By all accounts Dick coped well with life as a border. Proximity to the
family and property might have strengthened his bond with the area through the early
teenage years of his agriculturally centered education.  

However, in 1948 the property was resumed as the construction of Warragamba Dam
began. With the completion of the project in 1960 came the rising waters that claimed the
property forever. The loss of the property and the manner of its loss was, for Dick, a
grievance never forgotten. On matriculation in 1951 Dick immediately started on his
agricultural science degree at Sydney University.  As it happened, the 1951 intake into
that course included five women one of whom was Jan, who became his wife and long-
term partner in all things. They both graduated in 1955-56 and were married in 1958. 

Dick continued at the University to complete his masters degree under Prof Jim Vincent
who was running a project on legumes and nitrogen fixing bacteria. Jan took up
professional work at the CSIRO facility, then based at Prospect in Western Sydney. Dick
was then offered a place at the University of Maryland, USA, in September 1959 where he
completed the requirements for his PhD in under 3 years. This work was effectively a
continuation of his studies into nitrogen fixing bacteria.

Their daughter Elizabeth was born in Washington DC in January 1961. Jan wasn’t keen to
have their 2nd child born in the USA so she returned to Sydney in April 1962 where Cathy
was born in July. Dick submitted his dissertation and flew home a week later. One might
have thought that after this hectic schedule it would be time to pursue some easy career
options around home and family. However, Dick was offered a job in Uruguay. This was an
agricultural project funded by the World Bank so off the family went to Uruguay. Jan was
interested in languages and made the more polished tilt at Spanish whilst Dick, who was
mixing with farmworkers, was on top of the more colloquial flourishes.  They both made a
great success of their time in Uruguay where they remained for just over 2 years. They
maintained their South American connections for decades afterwards because friends,
once made, were never forgotten. 

Next came a period in Sydney where Dick did some postdoctoral work, still with Prof.
Vincent, over the next 4 years. While they were living in Sydney their son Andrew was
born in 1966. After this quite breathless early life came a shift to Brisbane in 1969 when
Dick began a stint with the CSIRO that lasted 30 years and took him to retirement in
2000, just after he turned 65. This was in the tropical crops and pastures division based
at the Cunningham Laboratory at St Lucia, which has since been taken over by UQ. Dick
and Jan were then free to pursue their shared passions for travelling to remote natural
areas of Australia and volunteering at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens as guides. Dick
was also a keen golfer and member of the McLeod Golf Club at Mt Ommaney.
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The loss of his wife Jan in 2018 was the greatest loss of his life, which he endured stoically
while moving on with the business and duties of his own life, although with less spark and
enthusiasm.

Dick organised several major QNC excursions:
2002 Lumholtz (now Girringun) National Park 
2006 Running Creek Easter Excursion, a centenary event for the club
2008 Salvator Rosa Ka Ka Mundi sections of Carnarvon National Park 
2012 Atherton Tableland with Murray Watson

He contributed numerous notes and book reviews to The Queensland Naturalist. During
his and Jan’s travels with the QNC and to other parts of Australia, Dick collected and
identified over 400 species of Acacia and prepared herbarium specimens of them. He
donated his Acacia collection to the Queensland Herbarium.

Dick has been a member on QNC Council for decades where his knowledge of club affairs
has contributed to a consistent focus on club objects and values. He has always been an
active participant in the identification of plants on all the excursions he attended and
unfailingly produced his own list of Acacias supported by specimens he displayed. This he
did in April 2022 for the Lonesome excursion, his final club excursion.

Dick published reports on the excursions he led in the Queensland Naturalist or the QNC
News and contributed other notes such as his piece in 2010 on Red-winged parrots,
Corellas and Galahs feeding on Acacia species. He also attended the working bee in 2015
when five dedicated members built a roof over the club’s shipping container and painted
it.

By their caring and support Dick and Jan’s knowledge and love of nature has been shared
with several generations of club members. He will be missed.



 Club meetings

February 2023

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
The AGM of The Queensland Naturalists’ Club Inc.

will be held on Monday, 20th February 2023 at 7.30pm
at Toowong Uniting Church, Sherwood Road, Toowong.

Agenda

Opening and Welcome by the President
Queensland Natural History Award announcement of winner and presentation
Treasurer’s Report, Auditor’s Report and Appointment of Auditor 
Secretary's Report
Election of Officer Bearers
Close of meeting

Note:
You may vote in person or by proxy. If you wish to vote by proxy the appointment of
proxy must be lodged with the chairman prior to the opening of the meeting. A form of
appointment of proxy is available on the website.

Speaker - Paul Campbell 

Dr Paul Campbell is a Director of Save the Bilby Fund. He has a PhD from the University of
Queensland for his ecological modelling of the fauna and flora of Fraser Island.

Paul has been a director of Save the Bilby Fund since 2010 and helped implement their
‘Bilby Tracks’ citizen science trips to outback Queensland. He is an experienced guide and
outback traveler into some of the most remote parts of Australia.

Topic - Staying Safe - Pros and Cons of technology in the bush 

Despite being surrounded by cheap accessible technology to assist communication and
navigation, people are still becoming lost or unable to quickly call for assistance if injured
when day bushwalking, hiking or outback touring. Part of the problem is that people
overestimate the capability of their mobile phones as navigation and safety devices.

 Tonight’s presentation will show how to make better use of your mobile phone and other
readily available consumer devices to stay safe in the bush.
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Day Outing Sunday 26 February 2023

 Upcoming Excursions

Please register by email to Excursions@qnc.org.au and list all attendees and a contact
phone number.

This walk will follow the Lower Bellbird Track from its lower to the upper trailhead.
Please meet at the Binna Burra Lower Day Use Area (also labelled Lower Picnic Area and
Trailhead on the QPWS park map, and Lamington National Park Information Centre, Binna
Burra QLD 4211 on Google Maps). There is limited carparking here and we can walk back
down the road a short distance to where the lower entrance to the Lower Bellbird Track
commences. Before doing this we will also leave at least one car at the top of the
trailhead to ferry people back down the hill once the walk has been completed.

This track is a grade 4 walking track and as such is less well constructed and graded
compared to others in the park. However, anyone with a moderate level of fitness will be
able to complete the walk.

The Lower Bellbird Track traverses a variety of habitat types. It commences in a
previously cleared area that borders eucalypt forest and soon moves into regenerating
rainforest. (There was a Richmond Birdwing Butterfly observed in this area last time the
club visited).  It then skirts and climbs through some cliff breaks where the vegetation
again changes to drier heath like communities. Care will be required here near the cliff
edges and children will need to be supervised. As we approach the top of the walk the
track traverses through dry rainforest.

Walkers will need to bring at least 2 litres of water with them and sun protection. The walk
commences at an elevation of over 500 metres above sea level, which means that it will
be cooler than in Brisbane. Much of the walk will also be in rainforest.Despite this, the
walk is a steady climb and the areas near the cliff breaks have a lot less shade. Please
bring morning tea and a lunch to have on the trail. There are no facilities on the trail once
you leave the day use area.

Once the top trailhead has been reached, participants can opt for a ride back down the
hill to their car. Alternatively, if people really want to stretch their legs, they can return
back down via the Caves Track. The leader will just need to know who goes where on the
day!

Leader Barney Hines Ph 0420 351 801

Lower Bellbird track, Binna Burra 
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Directions
At the time of writing, road works were being conducted on Beechmont Road. This may
affect those who wish to travel the usual route to Binna Burra. An alternative route is to
travel via Canungra. The two routes are briefly described below (not comprehensive, only
as a guide, use with a GPS navigator please).

Usual route.
From the Brisbane CBD, travel towards the Gold Coast on the M1 motorway (aka
southeast freeway). Take Exit 69. Follow signs for Binna Burra. 

Canungra Route
From the Brisbane CBD, travel towards the Gold Coast on the M1 motorway (aka
southeast freeway). South of Beenleigh exit take  Exit 38 towards State Route 96/Jacobs
Well Rd/Yatala (North), at roundabouts take Stanmore Rd to Beaudesert/Beenleigh Rd.
When you cross the Albert R turn left onto Beaudesert Beenleigh Rd, travel through
Tamborine Village and turn left onto the Mundoolun Rd  to Canungra. From Canungra,
follow the Beaudesert Nerang Rd and turn right onto Beechmont Road to Beechmont and
then turn right at the roundabout onto Binna Burra Road. 

For both routes
The Binna Burra Lower Day Use Area (visitor information centre) is about 8.9 km
(according to Google) from the roundabout where you turn off Beechmont Road on to
Binna Burra Road. Also note that Binna Burra Road is a no through road, if you go too far
you will reach the main Binna Burra area and have to return – a distance of less than 1 km.

 

Day Outing Sunday 26 February 2023

Day Outing Saturday 25 March 2023

Leader Barney Hines Ph 0420 351 801

Mt Mitchell, Main Range NP 

Please register by email to Excursions@qnc.org.au and list all attendees and a contact
phone number.

QNC last visited Mt Mitchell in 2016 and so it will be nice to go back. On the previous visit,
a large spectacular jewel beetle Calodema regalis was observed and photographed by Dr
Peter Woodall. Later posted on iNaturalist, it remains only the third record of the beetle
on the website. To see the beetle and many other images from that previous outing, head
to the iNaturalist website and look for ‘QNC Mt Mitchell 2016’ in ‘projects’. 

https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/qnc-2016-mar-mt-mitchell
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Mount Mitchell is one of the two peaks that guards Cunningham’s Gap and forms part of
the Main Range National Park. It is an interesting mountain of diverse communities
ranging from rainforest to wet sclerophyll forest (grey gum with a heavy grassy
understorey) to mountain top communities. Much of the wet sclerophyll forest and some
rainforest on the northern slopes were badly cooked in the 2019 fires, and it is interesting
to see the communities recovering. The peak itself often has lots of insects hill topping.
There might also be some good fungi about if we have had some summer rains.

The trail up to the top of the mountain is 10 kms return and involves a 400-metre rise in
elevation. Participants will be encouraged to make it to the summit for lunch and can do
so at their own pace (hint, 10 kms over 4.5 hours is a bit less than 2.5 km hour – faster
than normal for the Nats, but still an amble). Any stragglers who don’t make the summit
will be collected on the return. The lower slopes of the walk are also quite muddy to a
depth of a few cms, so boots would be a good idea. Some care is needed after one
reaches the saddle, as there are steps built from basalt stones that can be slippery in wet
weather. The walk ends at a razor back, with dramatic sheer cliffs, especially to the east
and west, so care here and supervision of children is especially warranted. The views from
the top make an excellent reward for the journey. Further details of the walk can be found
on the QPWS website.

https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/parks/main-range/journeys/mount-mitchell-track

Walkers will need to carry at least two litres of water, morning tea and lunch. Sections of
the walk have little shade, so sun protection is advised. There are toilets at the carpark
area on the Cunningham Highway, but no facilities beyond this point. Please register in
case of possible cancellation due to bush fires, cyclones, Elton John concerts or some
other natural disaster.

Directions
From Brisbane, head out on the Ipswich motorway, before turning off onto the
Cunningham Highway. Follow this until Cunningham’s Gap (the nearest town is Aratula).
The start of the trail is on the left hand (southern) side as you come up to the crest of the
range. Allow 1 hour 35 minutes from Brisbane. Please arrive around 7:45 am for an 8:00
am start. Note that parking at the summit area is limited and as such car pooling is
encouraged amongst members.
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Easter Excursion - 5-11 April 2023

Leaders - Harry Hines, Neil Fordyce and Janet White

'Maybe' property near Tenterfield, NSW

Please register by email to Excursions@qnc.org.au and list all attendees and a contact
phone number. Registrations are now open. Participants are welcome to arrive anytime
from late morning on Wednesday 5 April and are requested to depart before lunch time
on Tuesday 11 April.

“Maybe” is a 118-hectare former grazing property owned by club members Janet White
and Neil Fordyce. It is 17km west of the town of Tenterfield, NSW, on the western edge of
the Tenterfield plateau at an average elevation of about 900m above sea-level. 

The property was partly cleared but still contains more than 40 hectares of forest. The
western side of the property contains Caley’s Ironbark, Eucalyptus caleyi, Orange Gum, 
 E. prava and Black Cypress Pine, Callitris endlicheri, whilst the wetter eastern side is
dominated by stringybarks with scattered Forest Oak, Allocasuarina torulosa. In between
there is a mix of stringybarks plus E. melliodora, E. bridgesiana, E. andrewsii, E. blakelyi
and E. dealbata. (Need help identifying the stringybarks please!) The underlying geology
is all granite and part of the property is dissected by a 700m long gorge on Gipsies Creek.
More than 260 species of native plants have been recorded including two endangered in
NSW. At the time of print 117 bird species have been noted. The property hosts a healthy
population of four species of macropods and the Spotted-tailed Quoll is commonly
recorded on cameras. Four fauna surveys have also noted 33 species of reptiles and 13
species of frogs.

The camp site is about 200m off the Gunyah road adjacent to a woolshed which supplies
the rainwater tank. The club will erect pit toilet facilities. The woolshed may be used for
evening meetings if needed as long as you don’t mind the smell of sheep! A short walk
from the campsite, Reedy creek flows across granite slabs and provides a pleasant spot to
sit and enjoy fauna. It can get cold here and campers should be prepared for frost. At
least a day will be spent on an off-site visit.

Total numbers staying on site will have to be restricted to 30 due to the size of the
camping area. A limited number of larger caravans will be allowed to park by the
woolshed. For those who do not wish to camp it is a 30-minute drive from Tenterfield
which has a good range of accommodation. 

Directions
Allow approximately 4 hours travel time from the Brisbane CBD to Tenterfield. Turn right
(west) off the New England Highway onto Douglas Street then left onto Western Street
and then right onto Mount Mackenzie Road. Gunyah Road is off Mount Mackenzie Road
and the entrance to Maybe is 4.66km along Gunyah Road. 
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Long Excursion 4-10 September 2023

Bimblebox Nature Refuge, Central Qld

Registrations will open 1 July, 2023

Bimblebox Nature Refuge (BNR) is an 8,000-hectare property situated 50km north-west
of Alpha, central Queensland. It is composed of remnant semi-arid woodlands with an
understorey largely made up of native shrubs, herbs and grasses, and has a rich diversity
of birds, reptiles and other animals. There are seven ecosystems on BNR; broad leaf silver
ironbark woodland, poplar box (Bimblebox) woodland and heathland being the most
prominent. In May 2011 a flock of endangered black throated finch (Poephila cincta
cincta) was sighted on BNR. 287 species of plants and 290 species of animals, excluding
insects, have been recorded at BNR; there is a paucity of insect records.

Bimblebox is a genuine example of how production and biodiversity conservation can
coexist. A small herd of beef cattle assist in the control of exotic pasture grasses, and a
number of long-term research projects are aimed at generating knowledge and
management practices to improve outcomes for biodiversity across the region.

The property was purchased in 2000 by several concerned individuals, using part funding
from the Australian National Reserve System program. In 2003, the Bimblebox Nature
Refuge Agreement (category IV IUCN protected area) was signed with the Queensland
state government to permanently protect the conservation values of the property. In
2011, Warratah Coal, owned by Clive Palmer, released a plan to develop a massive coal
mine in the Galilee Basin, including BNR.

QNC has secured permission to spend 7 days at BNR, arriving on the 4th September and
departing on the 10th. Numbers are limited to 20 people and access is restricted to high
clearance four-wheel drives. There is a camp kitchen, outdoor bush shower, tables and
benches, and a long drop toilet. A slow combustion stove is available for cooking or
heating water for showers. Limited drinking water will be supplied so bring as much as you
can. Limited beds and mattresses may be available at the dongas.

Donation/cost: The owners would prefer that you volunteer if you can, putting in some
time to preserve Bimblebox biodiversity by helping with weeding or maintenance of the
place. The caretaker has suggested one hour of weeding per day.
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NSW Parks policy is to only take bookings 6 months in advance, so registrations not yet
open. The details for this trip will be similar to those found in QNC News #363, P13 and
News #364 P14. Updated details will be provided closer to the time.

Mid-week Excursion 23-27 October 2023

Mt Kaputar NP, NSW



Seventeen QNC members met at Maiala at Mt Glorious. After a very brief Council meeting
16 remained who, along with others and a few very well-behaved grandchildren, made a
total of 26 interested naturalists. 

The activities were centered around a visit to the extraordinary home of Tony and Katie
Hiller. From the street neither the house nor any of the grounds are visible and the
property seems overshadowed by an enormous Red Cedar (Toona ciliata).  The entrance
to the property is an opening in a wave of lantana and on entering one is confronted with
a host of native and exotic plants, all extensively chewed. For their purposes Tony and
Katie take the view that nature does not distinguish between natives and exotics. Fair
enough for insect breeding purposes, food is food, although the general proposition
would seem highly contentious!

As we walked to the house we passed a pair of Golden pheasants, the cock bird on the
highest perch and the hen in a nest on the ground sitting on eggs. Next we saw an aviary
with a pair of Major Mitchell cockatoos. In other aviaries there were a variety of nesting
native parrots including the Eclectus parrots.  Closer up we could see that the Red Cedar
is host for a metropolis of ferns, mosses, lichens, orchids, Stags and Elks. We noted it was
not a solitary tree as beneath is a sub canopy of a variety of smaller trees, mostly
specifically selected as hosts to support butterflies and generally to contribute to the
biodiversity on the property. 

Upon entering the house one immediately sees that 3 or 4 rooms have been given over
entirely to the pursuit of natural history. Tony first trained as a taxidermist and if one
knew this at the start one might not be so surprised to see the room dominated by a pair
of mounted hornbills in a glass display case. There were other examples of the craft in the
room but tucked away here and there without prominence. The room is otherwise filled
with display cabinets. Open any of the hundreds of drawers and you will be amazed to
find it full of beautifully labelled and mounted insects. Butterflies and beetles are the
focus of the collection and these come from all around the world, phasmids get a good
showing with some as big as your forearm. There are very few reptiles. Photos of Darwin
and Wallace were spotted, both given equal prominence; a nice touch. A copy skeleton of
the dodo was on display.

 Article continues P13
 

 Past Excursion Reports

Christmas Outing 10 December 2023

Maiala, Mt Glorious 

 By Ron Carr 
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There is a noticeable smell of naphthalene which Tony maintains he cannot smell at all.
Perhaps Katie can as she then took us out to the butterfly house. For anyone expecting a
display of butterflies fluttering freely inside this would have been a disappointment but
for us it was a thrill, because this was a butterfly breeding house. All the plants are food
plants for the larvae of various species. There are vases refilled daily with offerings of
nectar from flowering Buddleia and others offering foliage from other plants grown and
gathered nearby. At any one time the butterfly house is dedicated to 1 or 2 species. There
were Caper white caterpillars, pupae and butterflies recently emerged but, due to the
cool weather, they had not yet taken flight. 

We then re-entered the house and were shown the breeding rooms where eggs are
brought in to be raised. The breeding boxes comprise polystyrene fruit boxes standing on
their ends with paper on the floor and glad wrap covering the front. The paper is replaced
twice daily and in each cage is a narrow-necked bottle or vase containing a bunch of the
host plant for the species. Narrow necks are necessary to avoid accidental drownings of
larvae. The butterflies were once bred partly for show and demonstration purposes for
schools, but now they are mainly traded with museums and collectors from around the
world. The quest is always for the most perfect specimen possible.

After long careers at the Museum this has been a 2nd career for both Tony and Katie. 
 Obviously very few people would have the knowledge or dedication to continue their
work so arrangements have been made to transfer the collections to appropriate
museums eventually.

There are several aquariums about the house, again with a mixture of native and exotic
fish.  Katie has recently taken to nurturing some of the local water beetles. These are
undetectable until she drops in a couple of small pellets of food then, within a minute,
they burst into activity competing for possession of the whole pellet or for the chance to
grab a few bites at it. Lovely black and gold beetles flashed around the tank in angular
streaks and were seen frequently darting to the surface to renew their air supply in the
form of a captive bubble which they carry with them.

We gave our hosts a club calendar inscribed to express the club’s appreciation of their
generosity in allowing us to go through and inspect their trove of natural history
treasures. Maybe this will be used to replace the 2022 BOIC (Butterflies and Other Insects
Club) calendar. Article continues P. 15
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After tea, largely under the guidance of Helen Schwencke, we wandered off along a dark
track into the bush. This was no spotlighting expedition; just a few small orbs of red light
as we edged our way along. The high ambient light level from the city lights refracted
through very thin white cloud providing a significantly brighter sky than we wanted,
despite it being before moonrise. Our particular quarry was fireflies which remained
undetected. A couple of the children had earlier found some millipedes which Helen
Schwencke suggested might fluoresce if anybody had a UV light. In no time at all such a
light was found and everyone was amazed to see the vivid bright glow from these
normally drab creatures. As we made our way along the track numerous others were
spotted.

There were some birds seen in the Hillers’ garden including a pair of Eastern Spinebills
hovering and feeding on the lantana flowers at their gate, silvereyes and a small flock of
Topknot pigeons in a large dead tree. We saw a Brown Beech (Pennantia cunninghamii)
growing outside the Hiller residence.  We had seen this species a fortnight ago on the
Piper Comanche Track excursion. The leaves are notable for the prominent distortions on
the upper surface corresponding to the very large domatia located below and mainly on
the lateral veins. Altogether, a most enjoyable excursion.
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This excursion was lead by Lil. Eleven participants met about 5.5 km past Mount Glorious
(heading West) where there is a small open area on the right with enough space to park
about 10 cars. This the commencement of the Lepidozamia Track. 
 
The Piper Comanche Wreck Trail branches off to the right from the Lepidozamia Track, a
mere 30 m after commencement. The turn off is not marked and is easily missed.
Fortunately, from that point on the track is easily followed. The start  is approximately the
highest point of the track at about 720 m. At this level there remains a good deal of basalt
rock in the profile characteristically red soil (see photo below).

A 1998 survey (AR Bean et al.) recognised 2 regional ecosystems for the area. 
On the higher more fertile area RE 12.8.3, complex notophyll vine forest on Cainozoic
igneous rocks (basalt) were observed. Characteristic species include Argyrodendron (now
Heritiera) trifoliolatum, Olea paniculata, Castanospermum australe, Cryptocarya
obovata, Ficus macrophylla forma macrophylla, Syzygium francisii, Diploglottis
australis, Pseudoweinmannia lachnocarpa, Podocarpus elatus, Beilschmiedia
obtusifolia, Neolitsea dealbata and Archontophoenix cunninghamiana.

There were many magnificent emergent Sydney blue gums (Eucalyptus saligna) but we
saw no smaller trees and no signs of any regeneration of the species.

Off the ridge cap we found RE 20 12.11.1 that is, a gully vine forest, with simple notophyll
on metamorphics with or without interbedded volcanics. Evergreen notophyll vine forest
and/or Lophostemon confertus were observed on closed older moderately to strongly
deformed and metamorphosed sediments and interbedded volcanics forest.  Here the
impressive forest giants were Eucalyptus acmenoides but again we saw few smaller trees
and no strong prospects for species replacement. We did not descend to the valley floor. 

 Saturday 26 November 2022

Piper Comanche Wreck, D'Aguilar NP 

 Leader Lil Spadijer

The track follows a ridge to the east
before turning south and rises and
falls significantly. The lowest point is
about 570 m. The track is not
challenging. That said, it took us 8
hours for the journey whilst serious
walkers manage it in 2-3; they are not
to be envied.

 By Ron Carrr
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It was a marvelous day for the excursion, warm but not hot, there was no rain and the
track was shady, dry and even. No ticks or leeches were seen and there was nothing to
interfere with the enjoyment of the day.

We have created a project on iNaturalist (QNC 2022 Nov Piper Comanche Wreck Trail)
and have uploaded the majority of our observations where they can be viewed (link
below). We have also extracted a written list from the iNaturalist excursion record to
which we have added a dozen or so observations for which we did not obtain a
photographic record. This will appear on the QNC website. 

In all, we recorded 68 plant observations. We had very few species in a reproductive
phase so our observations are filled with green. We did not maintain a bird list as there
were so few, though a Rufous Fantail was noticed repeatedly but most likely a single bird
following our line of disturbance.
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Brush Pepperbush
Tasmannia insipida

Firewheel Tree
Stenocarpus sinuatus

https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/qnc-2022-nov-piper-comanche-wreck-trail
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Forest Lobelia
Lobelia trogonocaulis

Furry Silkpod
Parsonia fulva

Mezoneuron scortechinii Smooth Psychotria
Psychotria daphnoides
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Sweet Morinda
Gynochthodes jasminoides

Thready-barked Myrtle 
(Critically endangered in Qld)

Gossia inophloia

Pineapple Zamia
Lepidozamia peroffskyana

Yaroong
Cissus sterculiifolia
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 Items of Interest

Tiger Beetles Hypaetha upsilon

In the QNC NEWS No. 361 Mar-Apr 2022 Annie Neill wrote a Nature Note about observing
Tiger Beetles on the Carlo Sandblow, Rainbow Beach. Tiger beetles are in the family
Cicindelidae, known for their aggressive predatory habits and running speed. A group of
four QNC members attended the Cooloola BioBlitz in late 2022. We  revisited the
sandblow and found a couple of tiger Beetles doing their bit to continue the species.
Doug Smith was trying out his new micro lens with Greg directing the beetles into the
photographer's lens.

To see Doug's photo in all its glory it is best to click on this iNaturalist address
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/141768672 on your computer screen. Click the
image and it will enlarge and then click again and it will enlarge even further. The fine
details of this insect are amazing.

Northern Tree Funnel-web Spider Hadronyche formidabilis

QNC member Tom Wixted shares the following
photo with us, taken on a recent visit to Binna
Burra. Any thoughts on what it might be?

According to the Australian Museum website,
there are at least 40 species of funnel-web
spiders and they are currently placed in two
genera: Hadronyche and Atrax. Not all species are
known to be dangerous, but several are renowned
for their highly toxic and fast acting venom. The
male of Atrax robustus, the Sydney Funnel-web
Spider, is probably responsible for all recorded
deaths (13) in Australia and many medically
serious bites. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/141768672
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/sydney-funnel-web-spider/
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/sydney-funnel-web-spider/


Although most funnel-webs are ground dwellers, a few live in trees. Tom's photo is an 
 example of the tree homes of the largest of all funnel-webs, the Northern Tree Funnel-
web Spider, Hadronyche formidabilis, which reaches 4 - 5 cm in body length. These
spiders live in the wet forests of northern New South Wales and southern Queensland and
have been found over 30 m above ground. While many have their retreats in surface-
opening branch rot-holes, some spiders appear to live and feed entirely inside the
deadwood pipe of large forest trees like Tallowwood (Eucalyptus microcorys), feeding on
beetles and other insects inside this rotting wood habitat. 

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/funnel-web-spiders-group/
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28-Spotted Potato Ladybird

Henosepilachna vigintioctopunctata

Greg Neill took the following photos and says  'a group working in our Coorparoo bushcare
site found several of these beetles on some Solanum bushes  that had been planted in
Oct 2022. A few days later I observed these  larvae hugging the lower stems'. It seems that
these interesting creatures are the larvae of the 28 Spotted Potato Ladybird beetle,
confirmed on iNaturalist as Henosepilachna vigintioctopunctata.

https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/354799
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/354799

