
Spider burrows
Spiders adorn their burrow entrances with some fantastic creations.  They utilise whatever 
vegetable matter is nearby, and line the structure with silk.  The above-ground palisade may 
be a ‘hide’ from which prey is captured.  Some sources suggest the structure may also 
protect against overland flow in heavy rain.

It is difficult to connect a burrow structure with a particular species. Entrance size of 
palisades is a guide.  Wishbone spiders build something lower and more open, with a visible 
silken entrance

The following may be candidate genera or species for the structures in the images.

Ant spiders

These are small spiders. One species of 
the genus Storena is an ant mimic, 
resembling red meat ants.  It mingles with 
the ants in their nest in the early morning 
when the ants are sluggish, and carries off 
the weaker ants as prey.

The structure to the left incorporates Acacia 
seed pods, Callitris leaves and a disc-shaped 
fungus.



More Ant Spiders:

Callitris leaves are the 
primary building material 
of the one to the left.

Brushfooted trapdoor 
spiders



These spiders burrow, usually with a 
door (or two) either at the burrow 
entrance or down the burrow. Most 
burrow in the soil.  Some live on 
trees.  This spider is capable of 
climbing smooth vertical surfaces.

The next three images feature rabbit droppings.



Western tarantula/Whistling 
spiders 

These spiders make open burrows 
up to 2 metres long, but about a 
metre deep down. They are a large 
spider, widely sought after as pets, 
a threat to their numbers in the wild.  
Their body structures produce a fine 
hissing sound hence the common 
name Whistling Spider.   

Thick hair pads on their legs and 
"feet" allow these spiders to easily 
climb glass or smooth plastic walls.

Wishbone spiders

These spiders construct an open burrow, sometimes with leaves bound into the entrance or 
the entrance raised above the ground surface.  The burrow direction may be inclined.  It is 
usually at most 30-40 cm deep and silk-lined.

The one to the left 
incorporates Poplar box 
(Eucalyptus populnea) foliage.

I would like to thank Dr Robert Raven for helping identify which spiders might be associated 
with these structures.

Detailed information is available from the Queensland Museum website:
http://www.southbank.qm.qld.gov.au/Find+out+about/Animals+of+Queensland/Spiders/Primi
tive+Spiders+Infraorder+Mygalomorphae/#.VQUqTU0cTVI
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